
Gerald W. O'Brien
July 20, 1939 - February 17, 2020

Gerald “Jerry” W. O’Brien 
July 20, 1939 – Feb 17, 2019 

 Gerald died unexpectedly on February 17th, 2020 due to complications of
cancer. He was born on July 20, 1939 to Walter and Frances (Hexdall)
O’Brien in Morris. He was educated in Morris schools. On March 7, 1958 he
married Joyce Greenbeck. They spent their married life in Minooka, IL. 
Gerald got drafted to the Army in 1963. He did his basic training at Fort
Leonard Wood in the Missouri Ozarks. He was then sent to Fort Bliss, Texas.
He later was stationed at a missile base in Germany. Prior to and upon his
return from the service Jerry worked at Kerr Glass Co. as a mechanic for
several years. He drove a truck for various companies, retiring from Yellow
Freight in 2005. He was affectionately known as Bridge Bender and Highway
Hero over the cb waves. 

 Jerry was very active in the community. He was a present member of the
Minooka American Legion Post 1188 where he once served as Commander.
He was also a past Commander of the Grundy County American Legion. He
belonged to the Minooka United Methodist Church. He was a past member
and president of the Minooka Volunteer Fire Department, and a past member
of the Minooka Lions Club. 

 Jerry always had a smile and a joke for everyone he saw. His favorite hobbies
included fishing, and watching drag racing and old westerns. He had a
passion for antique cars. He greatly enjoyed visiting with his afternoon



Casey’s coffee friends. Any day spent with family was a great day for him. He
loved to travel with Joyce any chance he got and also loved telling stories of
their time in Germany during the service. 
Gerald is preceded in death by his parents, his daughter, Kelly O’Brien, his
niece, Karyn Greenbeck , and nephew Guy Sassenger. 

 His beautiful life will forever be cherished by those he left behind. His wife of
62 years, Joyce; children, Scott of Minooka, and Kristy (Brent) Pierce of
Morris; grandchildren and loves of his life, Kailey Pierce of Minneapolis, MN
and his best fishing buddy, Brendan Pierce of Morris; Siblings, Winston (Carol)
O”Brien of Seneca and Bonnie (Ralph) Sassenger of Morris; Brother N Law,
Wayne Greenbeck of Minooka; nieces Leah Greenbeck (Bruce Lund) of Joliet,
Toni O’Brien (Emanuel Martinez) of Morris and Lori (Mike) Heinrich of
Surprise, Arizona; Great Niece Evie Martinez and Great Nephew Nicholas
Heinrich; Aunt Janice Armin and numerous cousins. 

 Visitation will be held on Saturday, February 22nd from 9:30-1:00 at the Maple
Funeral Home in Channahon, IL. A service will be held immediately following
atThe Maple Funeral Home at 1:00, Pastor Sarah Hong Officiating with burial
immediately following at Seward Mound Cemetery, 
In lieu of flowers, memorials can be sent to Christopher and Dana Reeve
Foundation or Minooka United Methodist Church.
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Gerald W. O'Brien

Carl Denise & Kevin Teska - February 20, 2020 at 11:50 PM

Please accept our deepest sympathy at this sad time of Gerald's
passing. The O'Briens have been our cherished neighbors for over
twenty years, and it was always a special treat to cover world topics
with the Highway Hero. Rest in Peace Buddy, and may God help
the O'Brien family get through this difficult time. 

  
Carl, Denise & Kevin Teska

Terry Bakalar - February 19, 2020 at 01:01 PM

WE had a lot of good times behind the wheel of those old yellow
trucks and enjoyed the monthly luncheons at the truck stop in Morris
God Bless you Gerry and your family.

NL
Nancy Limbach - February 19, 2020 at 01:32 PM

My thoughts are with you all at this sad time.

MT

Mary Thies - February 19, 2020 at 03:07 PM

Carl always thought a lot of Jerry. (I was fortunate to have met him).
When we went to our first time at Morris for the luncheon, Jerry saw
Carl and was so glad to see him. He said, I thought you went back to
Iowa and I’d never see you again. Carl loved working at Yellow Freight
and working with great bunch of drivers. My thoughts and prayers to
his family.
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edie sitzes - February 20, 2020 at 12:20 PM

Our thoughts and prayers are with you.Sorry for your loss. Doug and
Edie Sitzes

CD

Cindy Davis - February 24, 2020 at 09:53 AM

Joyce and family - So sorry to hear Gerry passed away. You all our
sincere sympathy. 
 
Ralph and Cindy Todd Davis

February 19, 2020 at 12:16 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Gerald W. O'Brien.
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